NDIS UPDATE

Welcome to the December Access Recreation newsletter. By now you would have heard a lot of information about the Na-
tional Disability Insurance Scheme and what it will mean for clients, families and services continuation. Some of the infor-
mation that is being provided can be difficult to underst
and flexible. As valued members of the Access Recreation family if you need any questions answered please contact us and
we will endeavour to provide you with the information to your queries.

Below is some information that will assist you in understanding some of the items being mentioned and how you can pre-
pare for the NDIS.

What 6s a participant}

A participant statement is a record of your life that you can take to your planning meeting to assist in developing your NDIS
individual plan.

ltdéds a good idea to prepare your participant statement pr
things to include:

i What goals you would like to work towards in my life, and what support do | need to be able to achieve them.

i What your life looks like now, and what you would like it to look like, including where you live, what you do, the peo-

ple who are in your life, recreational pursuits, work or volunteering.

Access Recreation will work with you through 2017 to develop a comprehensive participant statement so you are prepared
with the necessary information to take to your planning meeting so you get the supports that will assist you to reach your
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Transport Requirements F®
Access to transport is a core function to social and economic participation for people with a disability, whether it is a mea ns
to access the community, work, study, job -seeking or medical appointment.

As a result of the introduction of the NDIS, your transport arrangements my look different then they current are and need
to be considered and added to your plan. Currently, many people receive the Mobility Allowance through Centrelink for
travel to and from places in the community. This allowance is limited to people who need substantial assistance in order to
use public transport because of disability, injury or iliness.

Once you transition to the NDIS and your plan is in place, your Mobility Allowance will cease. However, some transport sup-
ports and funds are availabl e under t h eplahibd tistyouincldds this amgp o r t
inform your NDIS planner what your transport needs are so that you have adequate supports provided in your NDIS plan.

An NDIS eligible participant will generally be able to access funding for transport assistance if the participant cannot use
public transport without substantial difficulty due to their disability. If you are eligible NDIS transport assistance fundi ng
there are currently three levels of support for transport assistance that will be paid fortnightly in advance:

Level 1 T Up to $1,606 per year for participants who are not working, studying or attending day programs but are seeking
to enhance their community access.

Level 2 T Up to $2,472 per year for participants who are currently working or studying part -time (up to 15 hours a week),
participating in day programs and for other social, recreational or leisure activities.

Level 3 T Up to $3,456 per year for participants who are currently working, looking for work, or studying, at least 15 hours
a week, and are unable to use public transport because of their disability.

Exceptional circumstances: participants can receive higher funding if the participant has supports (mainstream, informal or
funded) in their plan that enables their participation in employment.
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